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ascent
the Family Law Service from 

Legal Services for Individuals
residential property • wills and estate planning

family and relationship breakdown

child protection • accidents and disputes

employment

Legal Services for Business
commercial property • starting, buying and

selling a business • licensing

dispute resolution • employment

Estate Agency Services
a personal service • highly motivated staff with

extensive experience • estate agency, 

legal conveyancing and independent financial

advice available as a one stop shop

quality press advertising • websites and links 

360˚ virtual reality tours • text updates

competitive fees • HIPs

solicitors conveyancing packages

Financial Services
mortgages • remortgages

buildings and contents insurance 

life assurance • health insurance

treating customers fairly 

Chester le Street

Mains House, 143 Front Street DH3 3AU 

Tel: 0191 388 1778 Fax: 0191 389 1476

53 Front Street DH3 3BH

Tel: 0191 388 1778 Fax: 0191 389 5100

Gateshead

524 Durham Road, Low Fell NE9 6HU 

Tel: 0191 487 4211 Fax: 0191 487 0751

Houghton le Spring

1Imperial Buildings,The Broadway DH4 4DJ 

Tel: 0191 584 5358 Fax: 0191 584 9630

Newcastle upon Tyne

Hadrian House, Higham Place NE1 8AF

Tel: 0191 388 1778 Fax: 0191 340 0151

Stanley

75 Front Street DH9 0TB

Tel: 01207 233 433

Sunderland

36 West Sunniside SR11BU 

Tel: 0191 565 6056 Fax: 0191 510 0348

www.gordon-brown.co.uk

Arrangements 
for Children



ascent - you should seek the help and

advice of our Family Law specialists about

arrangements for your child(*) if you are:

a separated parent and disagree with the

other parent about the arrangements for the

care and upbringing of your child

a separated parent and disagree with the

other parent about arrangements for contact

(historically called 'access')

a grandparent or other relative and have 

concerns about the welfare of the child and /

or how often you see the child

caring, and wish to care for a child of whom

you are not a parent

ascent - contact and residence
Where parents are unable to agree the

arrangements for the care, upbringing and 

residence of their children, we can advise as to

ways of resolving the dispute. We can also assist

grandparents and other family members where

they are concerned about the arrangements for

the children and/or their relationship with them.

ascent - child protection 
and injunctions
Situations can occur where one party in a marriage

and /or a child suffers violence or abuse at the

hands of the other. In such a case, the Court

may be prepared to grant an injunction.

Similarly if Social Services seek to intervene in

your family, our specialist team will advise prior

to proceedings being issued, and can represent

you if the case goes to court. A measure of our

expertise is our membership of the Law Society

Children Panel. 

ascent - caring for children, being
a guardian and adoption
If you care for children but are not their parent, we

can advise as to how your role can be cemented.

This can include acquiring parental responsibility

by being a special guardian or adoption.

ascent - family law specialists
Our specialist lawyers will sensitively explain

the responsibilities and legal and financial

aspects of looking after children. They will also

advise as to whether Legal Aid can contribute

to your costs.

To make an appointment, please contact our

Family Law Service:

David Coombe, Partner (for Chester le Street,

Gateshead and Newcastle offices)

Tel: 0191 389 5101

Email: david.coombe@gordon-brown.co.uk

Sharon Walker /Greg Pender (for Sunderland

and Houghton le Spring offices)

Tel: 0191 584 5358 (ext 212 / 215)

Email: sharon.walker@gordon-brown.co.uk

Email: greg.pender@gordon-brown.co.uk

(*) references to child can also mean children.
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